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122.  RELIGION IN THE SCHOOL

The Board recognizes that one of its educational goals is to advance students’ knowledge and appreciation of the role that religious heritage has played in the social, cultural and historical development of civilization. 

Recognition Of Beliefs And Customs 

The school should foster understanding and mutual respect among its diverse students and parents/guardians whether the diversity involves race, culture, economic background or religious beliefs.  The school should, therefore, encourage all students and staff members to appreciate and be tolerant of each other’s religious views.  No religious belief or nonbelief should be promoted by the school or its employees and none should be disparaged.  In that spirit of tolerance, students and staff members may be excused from participating in practices which are contrary to
their religious beliefs.
 
Religion In The Curriculum 

The following statements distinguish between teaching about religion in schools and religious indoctrination:
 
 1.  The school’s approach to religion shall be academic and not devotional.
 2.  The school may strive for student awareness of religions, but shall not press for student
      acceptance of any one (1) religion. 
 3.  The school may sponsor study about religion, but shall not sponsor the practice of religion.
 4.  The school may expose students to a diversity of religious views, but shall not impose any
      particular view. 
 5.  The school may educate about all religions, but shall not promote or denigrate any religion.
 6.  The school may inform the student about various beliefs, but shall not seek to conform
      him/her to any particular belief.
 
The practice of the school shall be as follows:
 
 1.  The historical and contemporary values and the origin of religious holidays may be explained
       in an unbiased and objective manner without sectarian indoctrination.  
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2.  Music, art, literature, and drama having religious themes or basis shall be permitted as part of   
     the curriculum for school-sponsored activities and programs if presented in a prudent and
     objective manner and as a traditional part of a cultural and religious heritage of a particular
     holiday. 
4.  Board policies may allow students a reasonable number of excused absences without
     penalties for religious holidays within their traditions. 

 Ceremonies and Recognitions 

Traditions are a cherished part of community life and the school expresses an interest in maintaining those traditions which have had a significance to the community.
 
Baccalaureate services are traditionally religious in nature and may be sponsored by individuals or groups separate from the school.  Attendance at such services shall be entirely voluntary, with students and staff acting as private individuals.  Groups or individuals planning baccalaureate services may rent and use school facilities under the terms and conditions prescribed by Board policy.
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